
ment (the patient must be trained), and all physi-
cians recognized the importance of measures other
than drugs.

After several others had taken part in the dis-
cussion, it was closed by Dr. Gaut, who said that
his paper had been by no means intended as a sur-

gical one. In the great majority of cases he de-
pended entirely on the various measures of hygiene
to which he had alluded, and resort was had to
surgery in exceptional instances only. He had
made no attempt to deal with the etiology. He
had treated of habitual constipation from careless-
ness on the part of the patient. Reference had
been made in the discussion to toning up the intes-
tinal muscular fibers by means of medicines, but lie
believed that this could be accomplished better by
massage and systematic indoor and outdoor exer-
cise. Valvotomy was sometimes justifiable, but, as
he had stated, was not called for as frequently as
some enthusiasts would claim. As a matter of
fact, he himself performed it offener in cases of
colitis than of constipation. In colitis, by the ob-
struction of the bowel which they presented, the
valves not infrequently caused detrimental accumu-
lations of mucus. The rectal valves, he wished to
say, were found to be normally present in the fetus,
in the infant and at every age throughout life.
He felt confident that he could demonstrate them
in any individual to the entire satisfaction of the
most skeptical. He had never examined the rec-
tum of a patient without finding them. There were

usually three valves, but sometimes four, and they
passed most of the way around the walls of the
bowel. In order to observe them, it was necessary
that the rectum should be distended, and they
could be readily seen in any individual in the knee-
chest position when a proctoscope four inches long
was employed for the examination. With a small
speculum they might easily escape notice. These
valves were not simply folds of mucous membrane,
but were constructed of three coats,

—

mucous,
fibrous and muscular, the latter consisting of botli
longitudinal and circular fibers. As regards the
U3e of medicines, it was very difficult to effect a
cure by them, and, in most instances, they had to
be continued indefinitely. In the ease of cascara
he had sometimes found the drug to set up a catar-
rlial condition of the intestinal mucous membrane.
Personally, he had not given a drop of medicine
in this class of cases for over ten years. A per-
manent cure could usually be brought about by the
non-medicinal method, but for this it was abso-
lutely essential that it should be carried out sys-
tematically for a considerable length of time. He
therefore made it a point never to undertake a case
in which the patient would not pledge himself to
take the treatment for a definite period.

RecentLiterature.

The Medical Epitome Series. Obstetrics. A man-
ual for students and practitioners. By W. P.
Manton, M.D., Adjunct-Professor of Obstetrics
and Professor of Clinical Gyuecology, Detroit
College of Medicine, etc. Series edited by V. C.

Pedersen, A.M., M.D., Clinical Assistant in
Surgery at the New York Polyclinic Medical
School, etc. Illustrated with 82 engravings.
Pages 265. Philadelphia and New York: Lea
Brothers & Co.
The author says in the preface that in a work of

this scope only the essentials of obstetrics can be
presented. The reviewer would qualify the author's
statement by saying that only the barest outlines of
the essentials of obstetrics can be presented.

The book is undoubtedly intended and arranged
for a quiz, and as such and as a short cut to the
examination should not be encouraged. It has been
decreed that there are no short cuts to knowledge,
and why, therefore, should there be to the examina-
tion paper, supposedly a test of knowledge?

The book as it appears, however, is one of the best
of its class, and the author has written a text that,
as far as it goes, verv little exception can be taken
to.

The Mycology of the Mouth. By Kenneth Weldon
Goadby, D.P.H., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., L.D.S.,
Bacteriologist and Lecturer on Bacteriology,National Dental Hospital, etc. London, New
York and Bombay: Published by Longmans
Green & Co. 1903.
The student of mouth bacteria will find more,

interesting and useful information compressed into
the 220 odd pages of this work than in any work of
a similar nature that has yet appeared.

The first five chapters are given up to the classifi-
cation of the micro-organisms usually grouped under
the general heading of bacteria. Attention is called
to the methods of growth, and the influences which
encourage development aud those which retard it.
Three chapters describe the usual laboratory
methods, and call attention to the utensils needed
for laboratory work. This part of the book is
much the same as that which one usually meets with
in most of the textbooks on the subject.

The chapter on immunity and susceptibility is
inadequate, as might be expected in so brief a work.

The value of the work lies largely in its accurate
descriptions of a number of mouth forms which have
not been adequately described in other books, and
we regret that the list is not a longer one and the
identification carried out even more fully. It is a

step in the right direction, and the book marks an
advance in the study of the subject.

The author quotes liberally from other writers,
giving full credit and in many instances giving the
name and page of the volume referred to. This
brings a great amount of valuable information to
the reader's notice, and enables him to refer to the
original volume for more detailed knowledge.

The book does not throw much new light on the
influence of specific forms in the various diseases of
the mouth and teeth, and in this is disappointing.
It is only by the expenditure of an enormous amount
of time that such problems can be worked out, and
this book will serve as a useful guide to the student
in doing such work.

It is also of interest to the general practitioner,
and the intelligent dentist will find between the
covers, in a simple form, that which he wishes to
know ¡nid that which he ought to know concerningthe mycology of the mouth.
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